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7 . Undor date of May 19, 1954 you state that 
the eests of suppressing a forest fire in the unincorporated plsce of pc eeee 
durins the months of July and Aucust, 1952 were in the amount of $70,388.24. 
Mou then refer to Revised Lays, chapter 233, soction 31 and to Revised Laws, 
chapter 233» ssction 31 as amended by Laws 1953, chapter 187, and inquire. 

i sescins against the preporty omers in Success their share of © oe 
suppression, the assessment should be to the extent of fifty per . 
osts or, rather, the assessment should be limitod to an amount 
ick: to “ten: oat" cont of the assessed valustion of the property within the 
unineorrerated place. We advise thet epee should be to the extent 
of fifty per cont of the suppression cos 





By Revised Laws, chepter 233, section 3l «| 
prior to amanducnt, supnpression costs in unorganized places were borne equally ae 

ky the St<to and the plaec, the Stete prying the total til1 in the first ine 

Sueonce anu relinbuyscrant being had in tho enount of fifty per cent through the 

covice. of 2e7n* cuch en anount to tho tex asssssed against the property in the 

placa the following year. Dy Laws 1953, chapter 157, Revised Laws, cheavter 233, 

scetion 31 was emonded; for tho present discussion the only chance of importance 
rosuiting froma the ancndment was in linitins the amount of reimbursement to the 

state to an emount not exceedine ton per of the assossed valuation of the 

proserty in the place. Laws 1953, cheptor 167 was approved on May 28, 19533 

uy Lts terms it took effect unon its passese. 


It is woll sottled in this State with “a 

reo cect. tecitiss-and: toms that property taxes are assossed as of April first 
in each yorre Property becomes liable for the tax thereon ‘that date. There 
is notuing to indicate thet a cifferent rule anvlies with respect to unincor- 
norated ninces, see the reference to July 1 in Revised Laws, chapter 81, sete 
ticn 1. oe cannot deem this reference to sat a different assessment date for 
unincornorated pleceas 235 conparecd pea tncorporated municipalities. In our 
opinicn ths assoss=ent date and tax year are the samo -- April 1 «= whether 

we Lincer porated or not. guy lL is morely the date upon which the | 
Trecsurer is directed to perform merely a ministerial acte. 
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In tho year 1953, therefore, tho assesse 
“mont date wag April 1, 1953. \While the Troasuzor could not propesly | 
send out te ‘bilis with respect to property in unincorporated places | oe, os 
wirlil July 1, tax liability became fixca upon April le That aAdebdility, — 5000: 
insofar as the costs of forest fire svozression were involved, was to ee 
tho mrtent of Pifty vor cont of such’costs. The lator action of the 
Sore Sours offective cn liny 23, 1953, did not in terme alter this | 
LL: ty3s ancocd, insofar 2s lenishwtive intenticn my be cleaned fron 
OuUSToOnSeus Sources, the lerisl<tive intention was to the contr: rye The 
1053 encnan omt wes orisinally introduced into tho lecislatura as Houso 
FALL Noe 750 While Nousc PL11 No. 74 was. considerably different fran 
ho lev as ultimetcly enceted, 1% contsined a ten per cent limitation 
cindiss to that in the presert low, and provided thet suci Linitation — . 
should apply in cll cases ‘sthere such expenses have teen incurred since | 
Aoril 19526 © Such clause dess not anmear in the present act; along with ._ 
GG west of the crisinzl House BLLL No, to it was deliberately stricken, » a 
ame Thoprery ae of the EOUGO» co. pases 535 ~ 587. The substituted bill 
Wiech deter became the Inv += contained the ten per cont limitation, mt 
au aid not contain « reference 40 foil 1, 1952. This action on the vert. °) | 
of tho Logiclature is, in ow epee chs significant on the queation of is 
aS to the annlicaticon of the ton per cont limitation. 
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aun tae Circumstances we edviso, thon, that — 
tas tax assessed agzinst tho p ity in Success on acecunt of the forest — 
Lirs suncressiion costs ieee ce July end fucust, 1952 shovld bo pierre 7 
cicnt to reimburse the State to the extent of fifty per cent of such | 
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lory truly yours, 


Varren Ee ‘iatoers 
Deputy Attorney Gonoral 








